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BY THE PUBLICITY GIVEN TO THE JOINT UK/SOUTH AFRICAN 
NAVAL EXERCISE JUST CONCLUDED, AND TO THE RELATED PORT 
CALL AT CAPE TOWN BY A ROYAL NAVY TASK FORCE. FOREIGN 
SECRETARY CALLAGHAN IS FURIOUS THAT WHAT HE THOUGHT WAS 
GOING TO BE A STRICTLY OPERATIONAL VISIT HAS BEEN MADE 
TO LOOK LIKE A GOODWILL VISIT. FCO SOURCES HAVE HINTED 
THAT THE COMMANDING BRITISH ADMIRAL EXCEEDED HIS WRIT 
AND SHOWED POOR POLITICAL JUDGMENT. THEY HAVE ALSO 
SUGGESTED THAT DEFENCE SECRETARY MASON EXERCISES IN- 
SUFFICIENT CONTROL OVER HIS MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 
CALLAGHAN APOLOGIZED TO MASON AT A CABINET MEETING 
OCTOBER 24 FOR THESE ALLEGATIONS. BUT FEELINGS BETWEEN 
THE FCO AND THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE REMAIN SCRATCHY. 

2. LEFT-WING LABOR MPS JOINED BY MANY MODERATES ARE 
OUTRAGED OVER THE AFFAIR AND ARE PLANNING TO RAISE IT 
IN THE PARLIAMENTARY LABOR PARTY AND ON THE FLOOR OF 
THE COMMONS AS SOON AS PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLES NEXT WEEK. 
PARTLY TO NIP THIS REVOLT IN THE BUD AND PARTLY TO RE- 
ESTABLISH HIS CREDENTIALS WITH THE BLACK AFRICAN STATES 
(SEVERAL OF WHICH HE HOPES TO VISIT EARLY IN 1975), 
CALLAGHAN WILL MAKE A MAJOR POLICY SPEECH IN CARDIFF 
TONIGHT (OCT. 25), IN WHICH HE IS EXPECTED TO CONDEMN 
APARTHEID IN STRONGEST LANGUAGE. 

3. COMMENT: BRITISH POLICY TOWARDS AFRICA IS CURRENTLY 
UNDER REVIEW. VARIOUS INFLUENTIAL POLITICAL FORCES (NOT 
JUST LEFT-WING) ARE PRESSING FOR ABROGATION OF THE 
SIMONSTOWN AGREEMENT. THEIR ARGUMENTS HAVE BEEN IM- 
MEASURABLY STRENGTHENED BY THE CURRENT FUROR. IF, AS 
THE BRITISH PRESS ALLEGE, THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT 
TURNED A ROUTINE NAVAL VISIT INTO A PROPAGANDA EXERCISE, 

IT MAY PROVE A COSTLY SHORT-TERM GAIN. 
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